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N theſe Sheets the * rerends not to ſlate Pralimina- 
rys, or propoſe avy Terms ,, which for England and 
Scotland are happily agreed by Commiſſioners ; But bis 

only Aim is to engage the Tal of the three Nations i in favour 

of 4 Onion; | by ſhewing briefly, 


1/t, The great Calimitys our Anceſtors have undergone, 
and the Danger 10 which We are expord in 4 Separate 
dan, 
 2dly, The many Steps and Adv mces ak þ Union 
in the inen Poſiure of our Affairs. 


3dh, The great Adv: intages we may reaſonably expect 
from a Union happily concluded. 


athly, Suppoſing the Union 10 be zccempliſtvd, the Aber 
ventares to indulge himſelf the Liberty of preſenting ſome 
Hints tothe Public, which at firſt bluſh may appear a little 
"too Chimerical on ſo important a Sul Jebt and for this. 
reaſon He expects to be cenjur'd for Political Euthuſiiſm. 
Hat the Happineſs and Glory of our Ilands in a United 
State being chieſiy in his view, he hopes to be excus 'd for 
the Novelty 15 the enſuing « Scheme. 
The 


I ; 
— > + akon ee Gong es red ah, 


"0 2 „ 


3 


— 


; 0 
E 

. o 

ns 

-0 * 

ts, 


2 The Queen an Empreſs, and her Three Kingdoms one 


_ unhappy Caſe of the two antient Monarchys into which this 
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; Empire, &c. 


My Lord, 
IS certainly a mighty Reproach to Civil Societys, in 
all Ages and Countrys, that altho Peace and Union 


ment, yet what with the Folly and Bigotry of ſome, and the 


Humour and Faction of others; a good Harmony is ſeldom of 


long continuance amongſt the Members of the fame State; and 
between neighbouring Powers a good Underſtanding for twenty 
or thirty years is agreat rarity, Debates upon Publick Rights and 


Injurys, inſtead of being conciuded in the way of amicable Treaty, 


are too often the Occaſion of open Ruptures and bloody Wars. 


| The contending States run the hazard of a Conqueſt on both 


ſides; and after the Loſs of many innocent Lives, and great 


> Miſchief ſuſtain'd by both Partys, they at laſt come to a Lemper 
for Treating, and are willing to reaſon upon the firſt Grounds 


of the Quarrel, This has mote than once or ten times been the 


Iſland of Great Britain has ſtood divided for about nine hundre 


Yo _—_ 


* Cxl. Comment lib, 5. Cor n, Tacir, Agri la. 
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are inconteſtably the apparent Intereſt of every Govern- 


A 
years palt. And the“ Want of a good Union amongſt our An- 4 * 2. 


ceſtors, was ſor eight hundred years before that time, the Cauſe Cauſe of great 
of infinite Misfortunes, which fill every Page of our Hiſtorys. Misfortunes, 
Had Caſſibclan's Gallantry been ſupported by the United Intereſt 
and Power of all the Inhabitants of this Iſland againſt Julius 
Ceſer ; or it Gelgacus, another antient Britiþ Hero, who bravely 
withſtood the Roman Power and a Succeſſion of ſuch Princes, 
had been (ole Monarchs of our, Terra Firma, it ha] rever been 
the Seat of the Roman Legions, nor during above five hundred 
fifty years, have ſtood expos'd to the Crueltys and Deptedutions 
of the ivacimz Saxons and Danes. We review in the Story of 
ur Fore-fathers their incurable Diviſions, which brought upon 
em a Train of unſpeakt..ble Miſerys, in a long Succeſſiob of in- 
_ tefljne Broils and foreign Corqueſts; and whilſt we read; 


are 
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ure ſurpriz'd at their Follys and Ayimoſitys: And yet we 
wife Folks have been acting the ſame focliſh part over again, 
andarelike to be cenſur'd by our Poſterity for the fame Woeak- 
neſs. My Lord, this Frenzy of Human Nature js very unac- 
countable, unleſs we ſuppoſe ſome of the preſent Maxiins of 
Civit Policy very inſufficient for the main Ends of Society; or 
can Make it appear, that they have not been dily regarded by 
thoſe who nave been concern'd in the Adminiſtration, Above 
1700 years Experience has ſcarcely learnt us Temper enough 
to manage Publick Debates without Quarrels, nor to entertain 
Thoughts of a General Union of theſe Kingdoms without ſome 
reluctancy. Tis really very ſtrange that in a Succeſſion of fo 
many Apes, and ſo many Revolutions, we never vet bad the luck 
to fix upon {uch an Union, Had the Nartves/of this Iſland been 
ſo fortunate, ſhall I ſay, or ſo prudent as to have form'd a ſtrit 
Confederacy, if not a perfect Union, amongſt themſelves before 
Julius Cæſer's time ;his and the following Invaſions would perhaps 
have never been attempted, or could not have ſucceeded. ' 
© Brief. Ac- But till within the laſt two hundred years a Union by way of 
count of the Treaty was hardly thought on by our Anceſtors, State-Qitar; ets 
ſeveral Steps and bloody Contelts make the greateſt Figure in their Story, i 
. and eto; about the beginning of the ſixteenth Century, when Henry VII. 
pts towards projected a Union ot the two Crowns of England and Scotland, 
an af and ſo did Henry VIII. and the Council of Edward VI. aiter- 
1 Englandar/ wards, The Great Duke of Somerſet, who was Prime Miniſter 
Seotlang, in the Minority of the Prince I laſt mention'd, pub.ifh'd an ex- 
t ceellent Declaration to the Scots, wherein they were then invited 
to an Union with Exgland in the moſt Pathetick Terms? So 
that it may be truly ſaid, That King Edward courted the Queen, 
and the Duke of Somerſet woo'd the Kinglom of Scotland at the 
ſame time. But France, who has always been our open or ſecret 
Enemy, oppos'd and hinder'd that good Deſig1, as it had done 
before in the Reign of Henry VIII. who offer'd his Daughter 
Mary to James V. of Sotland, and to declare him Duke of York 
upon that Match; but the French Court and Popiſh Clergy in 
$:0tl5nd broke his Meaſures allo. However, that wiſe Prince 
Henry VII. asby his ewn Marriage with the Heireſs of the 
Loute of Tor he put an end to the long and bloody Contelt be- 


ie 
tween the two Royal Houſes of Te and Lancaſter; ſo- by as 
lucky a Match of his elJeit Daughter Margaret with the King 
of Scotland, he made way for a Union of the two Crowns in 


the Perſon of King Faines I. > 
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In 1604. King James VI. of Scotland, and firſt of Enghard, 
mov'd for a Union to the Parliaments ot both Nations, and forty 
four Commiſſioners for England and thirty for Scotland were ap- 


pointed by Authority of Parliament totreat, &c. In the Pre- 
amble of both Acts tor authorizing the faid Commiſſioners; the 
great Advantages of a Union are fully own'd and declar'd; The 
Commiſſioners met and agreed ſeveral Articles, hut the Parliament 


of England confirm'd only the firſt, for repealing all Laws of 


Hoſtility. | | 
The Uſurper Oliver Cromwel Anno 1654. with the Concurrence 
of the Parliaments of both Kingdoms, ſet forth his Ordirancesfor 


„ the Union of England, Scotland and Ireland; wherby Scotland and 
Jreland were allotted thirty Members each for their Repreſenta- 


tives, and England four hundred. The Advantage in Trade and 


Commerce by means of this Union were very conſiderable, many 


now alive remembring the flouriſhing Condition it was in at 


the Reſtauration. After which we return'd to our ſeparate 
Z Conſtitutions. J am apt to think that King Gharles II. had it 
in his power to have continu'd and improv'd that Union, if he 


had heartily eſpous'd the Matter at that juncture. 


In 1670. Commiſſioners were appointed, before wkom King 
Charles II. laid five Articles of Union to be debated : . 


1. The Preſerving the Laws of each Kingdom. 
2. The Uniting both Kingdoms into one, 
3. The Reducing both Parliaments into one, 
4+ The Stating all Privileges relating to Trade. 
And Securing the Conditions of the Union. 


The Gommiſtioners did not agree any one of theſe Points: But 


the Scots were for a Union of Parliaments; to which if the Exglif 


had yielded, that alone in time would have introduc'd an intire 

and abſolute Union in all Points Whatever. 3 
In the late Reign the Scots offer'd at a Union, and the King 
propos'd it ſeveral times to the Erglih Parliament. Yet little 


notice was taken of it by either Houſe. Buta certain Gentleman, 


- Notorious for his domineering Pride and malicious Banter could not 
contain his natural Inſslence and Inhumanity from making ſcan- 
:  dalous Reflections, c. which gave offence to the wiſeſt of his 
con Party; ſo that Sir C. M. could not but rebuke him in the 


Face of the Aſſembly, e. However many of our Junior Se- 
nators were well enough pleas'd with the Banter; and as it 


ſometimes happens, turn'd a matter of that importance into Jeſt 


and Ridicule: As if the Fate of Nations was a proper Subject for 


Sport and Riillery „ B Some 
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but with more Colour than Argument. They objected that 


againſt 4 
Dynion an- 


1 * 


Some Gentlemen made an offer at reaſoning upon the Point 


Seot land was poor and barren, and could afford vs little Aſſiſtance 
towards the Charge of War. But was not Wales fo too? And 
is it not ſo ſtill, if compar'd wich ſome of the rich Southern 
Countys? Yet our Anceſtors had fo much Senſe not to flight it, 


tho' in extent it makes but about one Forth of Scotland and the 


People about one Fifth. And we are not fo fooliſh as to fling 
away thoſe twelve Countys, becauſe they don't produce as good 
an Aid to the Publick in a Land-Tax as a dozen Countys on the 
South of Trent. Cumberland, Weſtmerland, and Northumberland, 


if the aforeſaid Objection were of any force,ſhuuld he quitred to 


the Scots, No Gentleman is willing to relinquiſh a Parcel of 
Lands, that for want of good Husbandry preduce, him but 50 
or 601. per ann, becaule that bears but a ſina}l Proportion to 
his larger Mannours; but is glad of an Addition to his Rental, 
be it never ſo ſmall, eſpecially if the little Eſtate lies next to 


him, is a very convenient Purchaſe for him; and it would be ia- 
convenient to him, if it were in other hands an] what is more 


than all. if it conſiſts of Lands capable of very great Improve- 
ment. Now this is the true Caſe of Scotland and Ireland too, with 


us each a Million, beſides many other Advantages I ſhall mention 
. — ms x 


reſpe to England, Tho at preſent their Revenues are low for 
want of Trade, c. yet they are by nature capable of an Advance 


to above ten times their preſent Quota- And the more they 
improve in a ſeparate State they'll be the ſtronger againſt us if 


they are provok'd, and by their Nearneſs better able to rival us 


in Peace and War. Whereas it we engage in a hearty and in- 


tire Union with 'em a few years will diſcover the happy Effects 
of it> And tho the preſent unimprov'd Condition of Scotland 
and Ireland diſables em from contributing ſo largely towards 
our Publick Expences, yet a few years under a Union wil! ſoon | 


mend that Defect, For if Nature has given 'em the Means of 
Wealth and Plenty, it muſt be ill Husbondry alone that can 


hinder 'em from thriving and growing conſider able. 
For my own part, I'm fully ſatisfy'd, that the very Day a u- 
nion ſhould be concluded, all our Neighbours, France eſpecially, * 
will be thunderſtruck; and the Terra Firma ot the two Iſlands 
will riſe many Millions to all the Proprietors in thethree King- 


doms. And I make no queſtion, but within thirty Years aftet a 


Union, scotland and Ireland with good Management will afford 


x: 
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would now proceed to conſider how feaſible the Union of the Seteral Ini "A 
three Kingdoms is. And this (my Lord) appearsin ſo many reſpccs, face. 'Y 
that it increaſes ones wonder, and not a little expoſes our il Con- herein we | 
duct to our Neighbours, for neglecting our truelt Intereſt lo many e already 
Ages, 95 Was ME 

| 20 And in the firſt place it's notorious, that larger Tracts of Lar.d united. 
are now actually united, as they wee in former Ages, under the ſame 
general Laws and Rules of Government, France and Spain are lu- 
ſtances at hand; and our Iſle of Great Britain was almioſt jntuely © 
united under Egbert and Edgar about nine hundred years hince. | 
2. Secondly, we have this great Advantage towards a Union, that Same Lan- 
one Language is generally us d throughout thisIfland, and ina great gugge. i 


6 


part of Lreland. The Welſh, Native Triſh, and the People in the 
Northweſt Parts of Scotland, tis true, ſpeak the Britiſh, with little 
Variation amonglt themlelves (which is the Language of our Abo- 
rigines) but they are not conſiderable for Number, when com- 
par'd with the whole Body of our People, who ute the Engliſnu 
Tongue, In this the Pariſh Prieſt preaches one part of the Sunday 
in near all the Pariſh Chuickes of the three Kingdoms, ES 
3. Another great Advantagetowardsa Unionis, that we are all the Same Peg-: + 
ſame People thi oughout. England, Scotland, and Ireland, as much, ple. 
and perhaps more titan the Inhabitantsof any other Country ate, of * 5 
the like extent. Our being toto diviſos orbe Britanno, or Alter 
Orbis, as we have been ſtil'd, i. e. divided from all the World be- 
ſides by the Sea, has kept us freer trom foreign Mixcures than molt 
Countries upon the Continent. The Romans, Saxons, and Danes, and = 
after them the Normans, tis true, did ſome Ages ſince invade and —_—_ 
make themſelves Maſters of the South and Eaſtern Parts of this 1» 2 _ 
tland; and by the Tyranny and Cruelties of the three firſt Invaders, 
tome of the Natives were forc'd to withdraw to Cornwall, Wales, 
and the Highlands of Scotland, &c. and they who ſtaid behind 
were oblig'd to ſubmit, after a long and brave Reſiſtance, to the 
Terms of the Conquexers; who however, for ouglit appears by our. 
 Hiſtorvs, were never perhaps more than a Tenth to the Natives of 
the whole Iſland among whom they ſettled. And the laſt of thete 
Invaſions being now above ſix hundred Years ſince, there are very 
tew Familys amongſt us that can derive themſelves from a Norman 
Extraction, and fewer that can make out their Saxon and Daniſh 
Pedigree. All the Invaders that Raid here intcrmarry'd' with the. 
| People of the Iſland; and their Poſterity now, after a Succeſſion of 
lo many Ages, and above twenty Generations, are become as good 
Britans in Intereſt and Inclination, as any Vamily in the Whole 
Iſland, that pretends to be of pure Britiſh Race... 41 
We are all then, who inhabit the Iſland, of one Blood, and almoſt 
of one Language. And as for tlie Natives of Ireland, they have 
been leſs expos'd to Foreign Mixtures than We of this Iſland their 
1 85 Country: , 


— 


(8) 


Country lying more out of the way, was but litele concern*d in any 
* of gu lnvaſions aforeſaid, So that, upon the whole, the Reflection 
Imke is true in the Main, that the People of England, Scotland, and 

Ireland, are of che fame Blood; and are deſcendant from the Pri- 

mitive Stock of the Earlieſt Inhabitants, and Aborigines of the two 


- Hands,” 

ge Mos 4. But we are not only the fame People in Language and 
33 D.tc-rt, but we have for 103 Y:ars palt been under the fame 
it| | Monarchs, deſcendedfrom the Ancient Princes of this Illand. Our 
1 _ Incomparable Queen, her ptefenc Majelty, derives Her felt from our 
if leveral Kings, ot the Britiſh, Saxon, Daniſh and Norman Race, 
ll | hd were her Anceſtors. And 'tis a very conſiderable Step towards 
if a Union that all the Three Kingdoms are now actually under the 
| | fame Supreme Head and Governor; who has all the tenderneſs and 
regard for the Weltare and Intereſt of her Engliſh, Scoriſh, and 
Iriſh Subjects, that they can defire in a Queen; and who employs 
all her Royal Authoriry and Influence to promote a Happy Uni- 

ON, ? 
: 3. Another great Advantage towards a Union, is the long Inter- 
_ Many Ali courſe, and the many Alliances by Marriage between many ot the 
ances, &c. Nobility, and the principal Gentry of molt Families in the two 
1 Illands; whoſe Poſterity, now living, have Titles, and Relations, 
and Intereſts in all the three Kingdoms. | „„ 


Die pros 0: Tis another Advantage towards a Union, that the People of 
1 £96 Heep the three Kingdoms are rank'd and diftinguifh*d by the ſame Ti- 
133 rank d and tles and Degrees, both Nobility and Commonalty, and ſo have 
= diſt inguiſh been for ſome Ages. In ſhort, the People are already ſorted 
= A») the [ame to our hands for a Union; and a very great Majority of the Peer- 
Titles ani age of the three Kingdoms conſiſts of Creations fince 1603 (when 
Degrees &c the Two Crowns were united) and were made by the ſame Prin- 
ces; which is a very confiderable Step towards a Union of that 
Illuſtrious Body, that ſhall eonſtituts our Upper-Houſe. by 


ou Cunſt i-, Another extraordinary Step towards our Union is, that the 
rations of _ Models of our Civil Conſtitutions are in a manner exactly theſame 
„ . in the three Kingdoms. There's no difference between that of 
„% England and Ireland; and but very little between thoſe of England 
| Model. and Scotland. Our Princes have in every reſpect the fame Autho- 
rity in their Legiſlative and Executive Capacities. Our Laws are 
Parliamentary or Cuſtomary; either deriv'd to us from the Reaſon 
and immemorial Uſage of our Anceſtors, or are our own Acts and 
Deeds in a National Aſſembly, which conſiſts of the ſame Conſtituents 
in the Three Kingdoms; viz. the Queen, who is Supreme Head; of 
the Peerage, her Hereditary Counſellors; and a ſelect Number of the 


Commons ; who together make the whole Legiſlative Bod 5 — 
5 | | ree 


of Common Law and Chancery. 


% e 7 33 
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the moſt part, the ſame Miniſters cf Juſtice. All the Three King- 
doms ſtand divided into Counties or Shiers ; in all which there is 


a Civil Offcer, the Sheriff, who holds his Courts executes Writs, &c. 


and is veſted with the fame Power ard Authority. The Sovereign 


Courts of Juſtice are all held in Our three Capitals; an! tho' the 


7 


Methods in their Proceedings in England and Scotland vary in fore 
Circumſtance, yet the Rules. of Law in both Kingdoms agree in 


deed a good Intereſt in the Courtsof Juſtice at Edinburgh ; and 
their Lawyers are all bred in 7uſfinian's Inſtitutes and the Codes: 
but Authorities from thence ate chiefly produc'd in Matrimonial 


and Teſtamentary Caſes, and in a few other Inſtances, to ſupply the 


defects of t cir Statute and Common Law. Whereas Caſes of the 
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Three Kingoms have the ſame Great Officers of State, and, for 
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moſt of the eſſential Branches of Juſtice, The Civil Law has in- 


Fl 


like nat ure and Trials upon ſome Queffiopsin Maritime Affairs, are 


by Us in England refer'd to the Civilians in their ſeparate Courts. 
In the Forms of Proceedings, and the Method and Circurnſtances 
in proſecuting Suits at Law in the Courts:;at Weſtminſter and 
Edinburgb, the difference is not ſo great, as hetween our Courts 


* 


8, Beſides the Advantages already nam'd, I will take the Liberty 
will always be accounted ſo by ſome Men, abandon'd to Bigotry 
and Prepoſſeſſions, and for that reaſon incapable of conſidering duly 
the Condition of Human Nature, and the Exigency of Civil So- 


to mention another, that, at firſt view, looks like a Parradox, and of the ſame 


Religion. 


cieties. And the Advantage I ſhall inſiſt upon is this, That a very 


great Majority of the Inhabitants of the Three Kingdoms, are of 


the ſame Proteſtant Religion: For all Denominations agree in op- 


oſing the ſame Opinions and Errors of the Papiſts, which gives 


em an equal Right to the Title of Proteſtants ; and all hold the 


Fundamental of the Chriſtian Religion contain,d in the Scriptures, 


and fum'd up in the Apoſtles Creed, to be the only Rule of Faith and 


Manners, gc. Now the People of this latter Claſs, for Number ang 


Intereſt vaſtly exceed the Roman Catholicks in the two Iflincs 


taken together, And this will moe fully appear upon a Survey of 


the Rumber of the Inhabitants, which, according to the moſt pro- 
bable Computarions, are ſuppag'd to be upon Our Terra firma. The 
People of England are reckon'd by ſome at ahout ix Millions, but 


they cannot be leſs than ſeven Millions, if we take an Eflimate ſrom 


the Numbers who ſign'd the Aſſociation in the late Reign, u ho 
amgunted' to above One uuilion four hundred thouſand Hands. 


3 which ate ho to be ſeen in the Office for Records in the Tower of 


— . London. 


London. Now that Number could not be more than one Fifth, when 
compar'd with all the reſt of the People of all Ages and both Sexes, 
beſides many Thouſands of Men in every County, by whom the 
Aﬀociation was never ſign'd. The People of Scotland and Ireland 


map be computed at a Millien and a half each; wnich, together 


with England, makes the Queen's Subjects, upon the two Iſlands ,to 
amount to ten Millions, Now theſe are ali Proteſtants, or Papiſts. 
The latter are reckon'd to be about one in two hundred in England: | 
ſo that the Number of Roman Catholicks in this Kingdom may be 
about Thirty five thouſand ofall Ages and both Sexes ; one Seventh *" 


whereof, that is, about Five thouſand, may be Men fit to bear Arms. 


In Scotland the proportion of the Paptits to the Proteſtants is, by 


very Judicious perſons, reckon'd to be ſomewhat lefs than One in 
Two hundred : however, fince 'tis a thing that cen't be preciſely 


determin'd at preſent I will reckon 'em at that Computation, 
Which makes the Number of Papiſts in Scotland, of all Ages ard 
both Sexes,tocome to about Seven thouſand five hundred; whereof 
One thouſand or Twelve hundred may be fit to bear Arms. 
In Treland the Papiſtsate much mor e numerous than the Prote- 


ſtants; which by the way, is owing to the Defects of our Civil a 


Government, and the Remiſneſs of our Clergy. For had the ſame 


care and vigor been employ'd in the management for One hundred i 
years paſt in that Kingdom, as was from the Firſt year of Queen 


Elizabeth for One hundred years after in this Nation; a Papiſt 
might have been as great a Rarity in Jreland, as now they are in. 
England. But the Caſe is otherwiſe; tho many Thouſands of the 
Triſh were deſtroy'd in the late War, or quitted their Country : 
and many Thouſands of the Scots and French Proteſtants are ſettled 


in Ulſter and Munſter eſpecially,and other Patts of that Kingdom. 


The Papiſts there notwithſtanding may probably be r-ckon'd near 3 


One Million, and the Proteſtants about halt a Million. Now ac- 


cording to the forgoing Computation, the Number of the People 
of both Religions, in the Three Kingdoms, will ſtand thus. 


Proteſtants. Papiſts. Whole Number of 

| % ũ ᷣ eo nds oy = _Inhavitants. 
| Enpland—6965000. — 35000. — 7 00000; 
Scotland—1492500, ——- 7500. —— 1509000. 
Ireland 5co0000, ———1000000: ——— 1500000; 
ot. 89575 00 1042500, —1000@G000, 


— — 


No.. 


e 5.1.4 
Now by this Computation 


s, one Tenthof Her Majeſty's Subjects in the Britiſh Iſlands ; and very 
1c few, comparatively, of the Papiſts are conſiderable for their Intereſt 
or Eſtates. So that by the Influence of the State, and by the pru- 
1 


Majority of her Majeſty's Subjects, i. e. near nine Millions, are ot 
the Proteflant Religion, and of them about ſeven Millions five hun- 
dred thouſand may be ef the Communion of the Church of England. 
All which duly conſider'd, is a very great Step towards an Union, 

But beſides all the foregoing Advances towards a Union of the 
Three Kingdoms, we have too much cauſe to refle&t upon the pre- 


highly oblige Us to ſet about a Union in good earneſt, France, 
our neareſt Neighbour, and our Rival too, is a very large Country, 
and in her preſent Extent exceeds England, Scotland and Ireland al- 
together: yet "tis ſettled in one National Soeiety, and all the Na- 
tion are now of one Religion; ard that cf ſo ill-natur'd and inhu- 


Vanity, and domineering aſpiring Genius of the French Nation, 


® Neighbours ) may juſtly render 'em a formidable Enemy to Us, 
and put us upon our Guard. Now theclofer and firmer our Union 
Si, the ſtronger reſiſtance we fhall make againſt ſo powerful and 
dangerous a Neighbour. The Hiſtories of all Ages and Countries 

will furniſh us with plenty of Inſtances, how the greater States have 
commonly ſubdu'd and ſwallon'd up the leſſer; which in our di- 

vided State might eaſily have been our Caſe, if the French King, 


perhaps were the chiefeſt Cauſe of our preſent $:curity, and of the 


plac'd the Duke of Anjou upon the Spaniſh Throne; our Standing- 
Army of 7000, to which our Forces were reduc'd after the late 
War, could hare made a very poor Defence againſt an Invaſion 


> threeor four Marſhals of France; and the Ballance of Europe, and 
the Britiſh Liberties and Independency, would have ranifh'd 


alto- 
3 gether. But by a firm and ſolid Union we Britans ſhall be able to 
maintain em. in ſpite of all the Power of Frauce. and Policy of Ver- 
O. 3 ſails.” Beſides, the Figure we ſhall make abroad will be Hill more 
— cConſiderable; for the Increzfe of our Wealth and Power by_a 


Union, will render Us vaſtly ſuperior to France in our Naval F orces, 


the Papiſts are but little more than - 


In the Jame 
Danger from - 
ſent Poſture of Aﬀeaics in Europe, and our Common Intereſt, which abroad. 


man a Complexion, that its Principles, together with the natural 


(too much encourag'd by the Weakneſs and Civilities of their 


at the Death of the late King of Spain had not very tooliſhly pro- | 
vok'd his Neighbours allabout him, His Vanity and Corfidence 


4 | Leiſure we hare fora Treaty of Union. Had he kindly us'd the 
Dutch, and cajol'd the Princes and States of the Empire, when he 


from France of one hundred thouſand Veterans, commanded by 


dent Zeal of our Clergy, a few years wou'd very much reduce 
to # .their Number. However, at preſent, 'tis evident that a very great 


” | (12 . 
If we ca: «fully manage and improve em. But if the preſent War 
EK ſhou'e end, by ſome lucky Juncture for France, without any greit 
- —_ Loſsto that Monarchy, and we ſhou'd be fo unfortuuate as to de- 
lay, or break oft the preſent Treaty, and Things continue in the 
preſent Poſture amongſt Us ; the Church end State of England too 
will be in danger with aWitneſs, as well as the whole Proteſtant In- 
tereſt Abroad. Whereas on the other hand, a firm Union at home, 
and the erecting of Lombardy into a Kingdcm, asa Reward to his 
Royal Highneſs the Duke of Savoy for his heroick and unparallel'd 
Teal and Adherence to the Confederacy ; ard the Reliitution of 
_ Spain to the Houſe of Auſtria, will effectually ſet Bounds to the ex- 
orbitant Power of France, or neareſt Neighbour, and our perpe- 
tual Rival. In ſhort, the Iſlands of Great Britain and Ireland ſeem 
Intended by a Nature and Providence for one State and Civil Go- 
vernment; our Terra Firma dividing us from the reſt of Europe, ſo 
great a M1jority of us being of one Religion, and of one Langu- 
age, and in the moſt gonſiderable Branches of our Laws and Govern- 
ment of the ſame Model and - Conſtitution. So that it muſt te 
inexcuſable Stupidity and fatal Infatuation in us to flight a matter 
of that conſequence to us at this critical Juncture. 
Now there being ſo many Particulars, as I have recited 'em, and 
5 very material ones, wherein the Three Kingdems are already. 
either prepar'd for a Union, or actually united: We having beſore- 
hand the ſame Queen, the fame Language, the ſame Laws in the 
main, the ſame Great Councils; the ſame. Religion, the ſame Na- 
tion or Stock of People, being all true Britans throughout the 
two Iflands, deſcended with very, ittle mixture from the Antient 
Original Stock of Natives, who figſt eopled England, Scotland, and 
Ireland: and Nature having ſurfounded us with the Sea, and pro- 
vided us with all the means of Wealth and Happineſs within our 
ſelves; a difintereſted Stranger wou'd ſtand amaz'd, that after we 
have fuffer'd to that degree for ſo many Ages in our divide | State, 
and hive been expos'd to fo many dreadful Foreign Inveſions, as 
well az Inteſtine Broils; we ſhou'd ſome of us nottrithſtanding ſo 
far i. dulge a peeviſſi Humour, and impolitick,unchriftian Bigotry, 
us to want Teal in a matter of that Importance to our future 
Happinets and Security; and which will, when well effected, be 
attended with ſo many glorious Conſequences: a few whereof I 
ſhall here underteke to repreſent. - 
n bh,, And now, My Lord, I could with for once 1 kad the Spirit of 
Conſequences Prophecy, that might lay betare our Dear Countrymen the Hap- 
of a Union, Py future State.of Great Britain and Ireland after a Union. Sup- 


poſiag then,“ preſent, the Three Nations united; hereupon "ch 
| tion 
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& been often our Cale; nor the Scots, on the other hand, grow jealous 
of Us upon a Peace with France, We ſhall hear no more of the 
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tiotal Feuds muſt ceaſe, all Names ot Diſtinction and Reflection are Quiet and 
laid aſide, all Hoſtile Laws are at an end; the Battable Ground be- Security at 
tween England and Scotland, becomes as ſecure a Tenure, as the Home. 
Lands of Surrey or Sutherland. We ſhall no longer be concertéd » 

to fortify Berwick and Carli{ls; and to defend the Marches, or the 

Country on the Bo'deis: for the Frontier Counties of Scotland will 

be as much the Parts or Provinces of the Monarchy of Great B:1- 

tain, as any of the Southern Counties of Erglagd ;-and by Free 
Markets in the Towns on both fides the Borders, a daily Corrgſpon- 

derce in a few yea's will produce as good, an Uiderſtanding be- 

tween the Inhabrants on both ſides the Pale, as now there is be- 

tween Eſſex apd Middteſex. We of England ſhall not fear any In- 

vaſion from Scot"and, when we are in War with France, which has 


-_- 


. cM 
8 7 


Ravages and Depredations commited on the Borders, which for- 
wmierly made a huge Walt from Berwick and Newcaſtle to Carli ſle, 

that is, for above 80 Miles in length, and 40 Miles in breadth; bur. 

2 Caily Intercourſe between the People on both ſides the Cheviot „ 
Fills will commence a ſolid, laſting Amity,” which in a few years 
ſhall extinguiſh the Memory of all former Quarrels and Diſtinctions. Diſj atch 2 
Udon a Union of the Legiſlative of the Three Nations, the Buſineſs PublickBuſs = 
of Three Parliaments, in Three diſtinct Seſſions, will be done in One, neſs. # 
which will give great diſpatch to all our Publick Affairs. For the | 1 
Publick Aids will be more ſpeedily rais'd, and the Winter-ſeaſon = 
upon all accounts the fitreſt for the Meeting of our Great Council, 

u ill conclude the Pablick Buſineſs of the two Iſlands, which has hi- : . 
theito been two often the Work of the Scots and Iriſh Parliaments _ 
at Midſummer, or in Farveſt-time; to the great damage of the ſeve- 9 

ral Members. Sitting (i cceſſiwely, and diſagreeing upon Reſolutiors | \ A 
of Peace or War, Aids or no Aids, u ill no longer embarraſs the Go- = 
'vernment, and embroil the Kingdoms ; but a Correſpondence every 
Winter between the Nobility and Gentry from all Parts of the two ; 

Iflands, aſſembled in Parliament, will cultivate and improve a good Improument | 

Underſtanding throughout the whole Moraichy. Ti in Trade and 

Again, The Union will have ſo great an Influence upon Trade, %%% 9 
A . | „ » Publick Re- 
that in a few Years the Cuſtoms and Exciſe will vaſtly improve the & 

Publick Revenues; and all our Toland, and Port-Towns eſpecially. “, &. 
Will flouriſh and thrive, which will immediately advance the Rents of . 3 

Private Eftates, and leſſen the Poor Rate. On'on not to .. 
My Lord, I don't ſuppoſe this and all the other Benefits we ſhall be perfetted - 
reap by a Union, will come to pals in two or three years, nor that ſo at once, but 

great a Work as the Union will be perfected in ore Seſſion at times, and 

The firſt great Step to a e Union will be a Union 1 of Par- by degrees, 

- liaments 
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liaments, and that will introduce, and in time perfect and compleat, 


a ame / t, Our Union in all reſpefts. The Legiſlative Power bring, as ſaid 
8 Ne fre united, we after wards may at leiſure proceed to all the neceſſary 


Articles of an Abſolute and Univerſal Union, by ſuch prudent Mea- 
ſures as the Nature of our ſeveral Cenſtitutions in Church and State 
will admit. and the common and general Good af the whole Mo- 


naichy ſhall require. England and Wales were not united all at once, 


that Union began in 12 Edward I, but was not compleat till the 27 
of Henry VIII. which I confeſs was too flow a peace. But things ct 
this nature are not uſually finiſh'd ina year or two, When all ſides 
have felt ſome of the Benefits of a happy Union, and every one's 

Experience has convinc'd 'em how neceſſary and beneficial an United 


State proves to the three Kingdoms, and greater. Advantages are in 
open view- before us to invite us to proceed to an IFtire Coalition: 
I ben du ill become the general Vote, ard be done by the unanimous 
Conſent of the Body of the People throughout bach Iſlan ds; which 
is the molt natural Seaſon for all great Changes, and the way to make 


every thing ſteddy and laſting, 


' Kingdoms in For the Honour of Great Britain, which in a few years after a 


Union will be the moſt powerful State in Chirſtendom: and out of 


'Gratitude to the belt of Queens, admu'd by all Chiiſtian Princes; 
What if the Qieen was declai'd Empreſs cf Great Britain and Ire- 
land? What it the Names of Engliſh, Scots and Iriſh were extinguiſh'd 


and all the People of the three Kingdems united into one Empire 
were call'd Britains? This certainly would prevent Feuds and 


Quarrels; and in an Age filence all the modern Diſtinctions of 
Engliſh, Scots and Saflouons, as the Iriſh callus 4 which were Names 
oOccalion'd by, and began from Invaſions, and have been attended 


with bloody Contelts for ſeveral Ages, but could never have been 
taken up, or had long ſince been diſus'd, if our Anceltors had not 
ſhamefully abandon'd their common Invrett, and expos'd them 
(elves and their Polteriry, the whele Britiſh Race, to ail the Miſerys 


- 


What if all National Privileges, now <110y*d by each Kingdom 
diſtinctly, were commiunicated to all the Subjects of the whole Em- 


- pite by a general Naturalization of all the Natives and Inhabitants 


of the two Itlands, (xcept fome Jews and a few Forcigneis? What 


5 * n 7 4 4 3 
it as free a Trade be op d between Kingdom and Kingdom, as is 


now bet u cen any of the TOS Countys in the fame Kingdom 2 
and the Natives of the three Kingdoms be reciprocally admitted in- 
to each others tiading Societys upon the leme Terms, as Native 
and fre eborn Subjects ofthe ſame united Empuc? | 
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What if the preſent Sovereign, and other inferiour Courts of The Curt um 


d Juſtice continue as they now tland, in their ſeparate and diſtinCt of Juſtice tod 
; Juriſdictions 2 fo asthe Countys that now make up the Kingdoms remain after © - 
a of England, Scotland, and Ireland, for a time after the Union, have h, Union. 
re their laſt Reſoit for Jultice to London Edinburgh, and Dublin, as A Hint ſor Y 
o- they did before, till a further Regulation by an United Parliament; * - they A. 
Ee, which tor the Bent fit and Eaſe of the Subject may be ſettled after- a) K Teen i ©. 
7 wards, For it being of the next conſequence to the having one's Ne? 1 
ct Right to recover it with as little Tiouble and Expence as is the Admini- 9 
es © poſſible, it would be perhaps a ccrfiderable Improvement in our ſ{ration of 
80 United State (which the next Generation may conſider) if the Courts Juſt ice here 
-d of Juſtice were ſo diſpos'd throughout the Britiſh Empire, that aſter. 
in all Cauſes, of what kind ſoever, might be try 'd as near as poſſible to 
1 every Mals Dwelling, For inſtance, what if all Actions or Snits for 
us the Value of 10 J. Hel, ard under, be finally decided in a Court 
ch Leet, or the Hundred Court? And all Suits from 104. to 100 J. va- 
ke lue and all Criminal Caules except Riots, Routs, unlawful Aſſem- 
blies and Freaſon, were to be heard and determin'd before Itinerant 
Judges without any Appeal? whoſe Seſſions ſhould be ſo appointed 
ra that no Man having Suit or Cauſe of Action ſhould be oblig*d to tra- : 
os vel above ten or twelve miles from his Place of Abode. And that 
es; all Act ons for above 1co J. were triable in Sovereign Courts, and 
* ſuch Pleas of the Crown, as Riots. Routs, unlawtul Aſſemblys, and : 
Yd Treaſon 2 And theſe Sovereign Courts were ſettled at Lendon, Bri- 
itol, Exeter, Cheſter, Norwich, ard York in England; at Edinburgh, 
Glaſgow, and Innerneſsin Scotland; and in Ireland, at Dublin, at 
Clogher, Tuam, and Ballintobei; that is, one near the Center of cach - 
Provirce, for the Kngdom of Ireland? On 73 
What if in all theſe Sovereign Courts, there were two Judges and 
one Loid Chief Juſticiary 2 except in London, the Seat of the whole 
Empire, where there might be three Judges, and one Grand J uſtici— 
ary, ſothat in the thirteen Counts ato:claid, by this Conſtitution, 
there would be forty Judges for the whole Empire. What if twenty + 
of thelie ſat in the Houſe ef Peers; and the other twenty in the Rouſe 1 
of Commons below the Speaker's Scat, tugive their Opinions only | 
HR in difficult Caſes, and aſſiſt the Speaker in Points of Law argu'd be- 4 
win fore the Houſe, upon paſſing Bills? VVV Y 
_ + his my Lord, I ave now hinted may be an After- Improvement 5 
1. 1 we or gur Poſterity have had tome Experience of the happy | 
4 Eftects of a Union; whichſhall have intpn'd us with that Lenderneffs .Y 
«th andConcern tor the univerial Intereſt of the two lands, as to in- 9 
8 clineus to cunſider any Expedients propo.'d for the general Good. q 
5 At preſent the Courts in Weltminiter Hall, and the Lords of the 0 
ive, Selſion at Edinburgh may continue in their preſent Power and Juriſ- x4 
To diction, and that without any Hindrance or Inconvenience to the | 


mon £0 


l 
4 


1 


j 5 
7 
ms * 


+ 
* . R 
. — 


1 


Courts aud petience have ripen'd things for a more compleat and perfect 
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Umorz but will rather be a proof ef the Temper and Good Nature 


With which we united. without forcing any Terms upon each other 
but father indulging one another in ſome Points, till time and Ex- 


Jurſſliction Coalition, Tis well known, that ſeveral Provirces in France, as 


10 Hin- 
Arance or 
Inconvenli 
ence in 4 


e 710 HI 2 


Languedec, Province, Bie aigne, and Normandy, re not only d.ſtinct 
Juriſdictons, but are much wide from each other in their cuſtomary 
Laws, than England and Scotland; yer they are Parts cf the {ame 
Monarchy. And to look at home, we have had our ſeparate Courts 


at Ludlow and York; and ſtill have diſtinct Juſticiar ys for the Coun- 


tys Palatine of Cheſtcr, Durham, and Landcaſter, and the Royal 
Franchiſe of Ely, And Pembroke, and Eexam ſhine, 2 part of 


Northumberland, had like Privilege ofa County Palatine, till difoly'd 
by Act of Parliament, 27 H. 8. c. 26. G 14 Elig. c.13, >  - 


When we have had a trial of a Union for ſome years, and begin to 


ve ſenſible how great and conſiderable the Monarch; will grow 


| Cokels In- thereupon, we ſhall then be encourag'd to accept of any Expedients 


37, 38, 39. 


A Hint for 
4 further, 
' , Amendment 


haps may hcreafter by Authority of Parliament have a ſelect Num- 
ber of the ableſt of our Civil and Common Lawyers in the whole 
Empire, appointed to draw up and compile an exact Body or Syſtem 
of Laws; from the Cuſtoms, Ulages, Publick Acts, Judicial Sen- 
tences, Reports, and the Rules and Books of Law in England and 
Scotland: But above all from the moſt natural and fundamental 


. of cur Laws Rules of Equity and Reaſon. And ſuch a Syſtem, after a thorow 


— 


Inprove— 


Examination of it in ſeveral ſucceſſive Parliaments of the Empire, ha- 
ving been unanimoully approv*d on and latify'd, may in the next Age 
be the CommonStandard for the Adminiſtration ot Juſtice througout 


the whole Britiſh Empire. 


In the mean time, all Laus and Acts of Parliament made before 


the Union may, continue to be executed by the ſame Officers after 


the Union, unleſs in ſuch caſes only as interfere with the Union; 
which Laus may be declart'd to be ſuſpended till a new Proviſion 


ment in our made in the next Seſſion of Parliament, 


Inland Ma- 


nujatures 


and Tradc, 


But *cis high time I ſhold conſider a preſent great Advantage 
we ſhall have by a Union; and that is, the Improvement of our 
Trade in all its Branches. If we ſet things upon a right foot at 


Etures of the two Iſlands, tis inconceivable how valily our Wealth 
and Power willincreaſe. Suppoſe, for inſtance, all Perſons under ſuch 


a Rank were oblig'd to wear our home wrought Linnen and Woollen 
5 2 3 Manu- 
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offer'd to promote the Publick Intereſt. The next Generation per- 


the beginning. and by good Laws encourage the general Manufa- I 
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Z reign Markets, with a right Management. 
We have hitherto been ſo good-natur'd , ſhall I ſay, br fa- 
ther bad Politicians and ill Husbands, as to flight this vaſt 
Fund Nature has ſettled upon our Coaſts, and tamely to leave 
it to the Uſe and Improvement of Foreigners; who breed ma- 
ny thouſand Seamen, and maintain above a hundred thouſand 
People by their Fiſhery in our Seas. But when a Company 
© ſhall be ſettled by Act of Parliament, who with a joint-Stock 
of two or three hundred thouſand Pounds, ſhall heartily Un- 
dertake the Fiſhery Trade, and provide themſelves with all 
Neceſſaries for that Service, upon the Coaſt- Towns from Hull 
in Yorkſhire, as far North as the Shetlands, and upon the Wes 
ſtern Coaſts and 7riſþ Seas, they muſt in a few years ingroſs 
gtiat Trade, without one tittle in their Charter to exclude 
Foreigners; who run great hazards, ſpend more time, and are 


oy (17) 
Manufactures, this alone would employ all the poor and idle 
People, The Conſumption of Muſlins is now com: to a ſtrange 
Extravagance in this great and populous City, and throughout 


the two Iſlands, Now in the room of this, which is a Com 


modity far fetch'd, and dear bought, we may by a ſumptuary 


Law, and the ſtanding example of the Court, bring into faſhion 


ſome of our fineſt home- made Linens; whereby many thouſands 


of Families will be ſet at Work, and put into a thriving, who 


are now in a ſtarving Condition, and are the Burden of the 
= Pariſhes where they inhabit. - This with the Woollen and o- 
ther Manufactures, may be the bufineſs chiefly of the Inland 


Towns. And for thoſe on the Sea-Coaſt, a Free Trade, and 
Royal Fithery muſt, in the compaſsof a few Years, exceedingly 
enrich them. Nature has provided the two Iſlands with two 
inexhauſtible Stocks; which with our own good Husban= 


4 dry, muſt infallibly make us Opulent, and conſequently 


Powerful: I mean a rich Inland Soil, and a fertile Sea-Coaſt. 
Now, tho our Neighbours may pretend to rival us in the firſt, 
yet, we infinitely excel all Europe beſides, in the prodigious 


plenty of our Fiſh, that chuſe our Channels and Seas for their 
general Rendezvouz. Now this, if our Inland Stores ſhould 
fail us, is a never-failing Crop, and that in good part would 
ſupply the two Iſlands in the greateſt Dearthof Bread- corn, fc. 


and at the ſame time afford a ſufficient Proviſion for the fo- 
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at greater Expence in the Manufacture, becauſe of their Diſ- 
tance, and their want of Ports in ſtormy Seaſons : Whereas, 
we ſhall have our Ports at hand, in bad Weather to ſecure us, 
in fair Weather conſtantly to ſupply and afiſt us with all Ne- 
cefiaries; and no Wind, but a Storm can hinger us from bring 
at Work on ſome of our Coaſts. In ſhort, this is a prodigious 
Stock of our Improvement; and we muſt be very ſtupid if we 
don't make as much of it every way as our Neighbours. And 
this will employ ſo many hands by Sea and Land, that our 
Northern Ports can ncver want Wealth, and will ſoon grow 
populous And the Admiralties of Cromarty , Leith, and A- 
berdeen will upon Occaſion, be enabled toman their Squadrons 
with a Set of hardy Seamen for the Publick Service. 

And the Improvement of Trade by Sea, will in proportion 
advance our Naval Power. In twenty or thirty Years after a 
Union, we may hope to ſee all the Ports of the two Iſlands 
crouded with Ships and Seamen. Tf we only double their 
Number in that time by our Royal Fiſhery andother Improve- 
ments, that with a proportionable Increaſe of our Britiſh Na- 
vy, will certainly render us an Overmatch for all the Neiguj- 
houring States. Nature is on our fide in the eaſe; and as ſhe * 
has divided us from all the World, fo ſhe has lar gely provided 
us with all the Means of being Abſolute and Independent, 
and of maintaining and ſecuring'that Independency againſt all 
the World about us. - F 
Ireland alone has more good Ports and Bays, and a larger 
Sea-Coaſt than all France, and lies far more convenient for 


Trade. Now when that Iſland ſhall beImprov'd to its full Na- 3 


tive Capacity, after a Union, *twill maintain an equal, if not 
{uperiovr Trade to Trance, and conſequently equal, if not ex- 
ceed it in its Maritime Power. What Advances then muſt 3 
This our Iſhnd make in a United State! if Ireland has by Com- 
putation a Sea-Coalt of above Four hundred Leagues, or about 
Twelve hundred Miles. "This Iſle of Great Britain fronts the 


Ocean with a Coaſt of about 2400 Miles, in which Circuit 


there are a worldof good Ports, Fryths, Bays. and Creeks, which 3 
for Number and Convenience too are not to he match'd by the 


Sea-Coaſt of all the Countries in Europe beſides. Now when Pp 


once our native Riches, the Growth and Produce of the two 
Iands 
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Iſlands, and of the Britiſh Ocean, manufactur'd allathome, are 
improv'd to the higheſt pitch, and tne whole Em pir e has ſet- 
tled all the Branches of her Trade; and we have for ſome years 
reap'd the Advantages of itunder a happy Union; We may rea- 
ſonably hope to ſee the preſent Number of our Ships and our 


Seamen doubled, and the Royal Navy of GreatBrjtain Miſtreſs 
of the Ocean. Then weſhall have cur wet and dry Docks, and 
our Sea- Magazines diſtributed in every confiderable Port. And 


for a conſtant Supply of fo vaſt a Conſumption of our Naval 
Stores, the Parts of England, Seot land and Treland that are unfit 


3 for Grain or Grazing, ſhall yield us a cropof Flax for Cordage, 


or afford us Timber for the uſe of the Navy : Forupon the Coaſt, 
and near our Northern Fryths and Navigable Rivers, where the 


Soil is fitteſt for that purpoſe, we ſhall have our Royal Foreſts 


lanted with Oak, Elm, and other Timber-Trees of the beſt 


ort; which upon all occaſions will be near at hand to ſome 


confiderable Dock, where our Ships will be builtat half the Ex- 
pence they are at preſent. After this we ſhall no longer be o- 
blig'd to the Swedes and Deans for our Sea-Stores; for the pre- 


4 ſent Waſts and mountainous Parts of Scotland, eſpecially, em- 


ployed as aboveſaid, will abundantly ſupply us, without the 
Expence and Hazard of fetching em from the North Seas. 
Another Advantage we ſhal! reap from the Union will fall 
to the Landed Men, or the Proprietors of the Terra Firma: 
whoſe Eſtates in the Three Kingdoms will riſe in their Value 
conſiderably, eſpecially the Rents of Scotland and Ireland, and 
the North of England. And inſtead of twelve or fourteen 


Improve - 
ment in 
Rents,ant 
Value of 


Eſtates. 


years Purchaſe, will in fey years riſe to eighteen or twenty; 


and the richer Counties in proportion. For after a ſettled 
Union, the Mony'd Men will be much more forward to pur- 
chaſe, eſpecially in Hot land, where all Titles and Conveyances 
being Regiſter'd, they are aſſur d of a ſafe Bargain: And the 
Forfeited Eſtates in Ireland will come to a good Market, be- 


cauſe the Union will really make every Man's Title to his E- 


ſtate ſtronger. than it was before; ſeeing the Government will 


be more able to ſecure it, and every one's Property will be leſs 


liable to the accidents of an inteſtine War. 


From the Increaſe of our Power and Wealth, which muſt. 


neceſſarily follow upon a well-grounded Union, we Nall be 
= : : * 
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Abbas. bettet able to hold the Ballance, and maintain the Peace of 


\ Tuge 10 
Religion 
and Liber- 
ty abroad 
by our UV- 


mon. 


Chriſtendom , and ſupport the Intereſt of Religion and Liberty 
all over Europe : Which in Germany and France eſpecially are 
cecdingly reduc'd by the Tyranny and Policy of the French 
King, and the Intrigues of the Roman Pontiffl. The Proteſtant 
Princes and States abroad, have their Eyes upon Us now as their 


chief Support, and ſtrongeſt Security againſt the Great Diſtur- 


ber of the Chriſtian World Now if all the Confederate Inte- 
reſt abroad derive ſuch powerful Aſſiſtance from England alone, 
in the preſent War; what may they promiſe themſelves after 


à Union for twenty or thirty years? 


The Miſ- 
chiefs we 
had pre- 
dente by 
4 Ur ion 
100 years 
Þnce. 


Now theſe Improvements, tho' I have but briefly repreſented 


*em, are fo conſiderable in themſelves, that for the ſake of our 


dear Country, Great Britain and Ireland, one cou'd with the U. 
nion had been made long ſince. Had we been wiſe and good 
natur'd enough, to have ſettled it at the Devolution of the 
Crown of England uron King James I. it might have ſecur'd 


the Proteſtant Intereſt in Germany and France, baffled the In- 


trigues of Richlien and Mazarine, prevented the late unhappy 


AScherne 
of new 
Honours, 
& ce. when 
the Uni- 
on $4 well. 


ted. 


Civil War, ſav'd the Life of Charles I. and infinite Numbers 
of our Anceſtors, ſuppreſs'd the growing Power of Trance. and 
have kept Lewis XIV. from all his Attempts, in theſe laſt forty 


Years, upon the Liberties of Europe. However, 'tis not yet 


too late (tho? we have more than once risk'd our Liberti:s and 
Independency for want of a good Union) to ſecure 'em at this 


juncture to our Poſterity ; that we and they may have no more 


S:otch and Triſh Expeditions, no more foreign Invaſio!'s, no more 


Fears of the Houſes of Bourbon or Auſtria: but if any Revo- 


lution hereafter in France or Germany ſhould malterall the States 3 
on this ſide Europe, we may be able to ſtand upon our Defence 


againſt a Weſtern Empire on the Continent. 


After theſe happy Conſequences of a Union by the 1 


of our Wealth and Power, c. which will affect the whole 


Conſtitution, and advance the Honour of our Government over 


all the World; it may perhaps be thought proper to dignify 


ſome Eminent Members of the Britiſb Empire, with the Title 
of Princesof the Britiſh Empire. At preſent we have five ſeveral 


Degrees of eg diſtinguiſh'd by the ſeveral Stiles of Baron. 


Viſcount, Earl, 


arquiſs, and Duke. Now the laſt is the high⸗ 
. . eſt 


wu TR. | "CH 8 1 9 
of | eſt Title of Honour hitherto given by our Princes to arty. Sub: 
ty ject, but the eldeſt Son of England. But ſuppoſing Her prefent - Y 
are Majeſty's Stile be alter'd into that of Empreſs of Great Britain 
10 : and Ireland, &c. Her Imperial Majeſty, the Fountain of Ho- 
in 


nour, may add a ſixth Rank or Degree to our preſent Peerage, 

under the Stile and Title of Princes of the Empire. And as 

* for the Princes and Princeſſes of the Imperial Family; ſup- 

ne, : The Eldeſt Son of the Empire be ſtil'd hereafter King of Sn; «nd 

ter England, or King of the Britains; as the Eldeſt Son of the Panghter! 
Houſe of Auſtria has of late years been ſtil'd King of the Ro- 1 

ted mant. And. Gels 3 | „ 

Mr FF The Second Son of the Empire be ſtil'd King of ot land; Kings en! 

Us andthe Third Son King of Ireland; the Fourth, Prince of En- kn 

d-- gland; the Fifth, Prince of Sotlayd; and the Sixth, Prince of ho 

the | Ireland. And ſuppoſe, e. COS 

The Daughters of the Empire, in order of Birth, were like- 
In- wiſe to have the ſeveral Stiles of Queens and Princeſſes of Eu- 
PY gland, Scotland, and Ireland, in the like Order. e 


rs And ſince Great Britaia has at. this time no Iſſue by Her pre- His R/. 
nd ſent Majeſty, and yet Her Reign is like to be more remarkable Highneſs | 
rty than any of Her Royal Predeceſſors, for the Prudence of Her 8 18 
Jer Councils, and the Succeſs of Her Arms, throughout Chriſten 
nd dom; Suppoſe, as a greatful acknowledgement of the Bleſ- 

his ſings we enjoy under Her Majeſty's Happy Government, (with 

ore 2% which, out of regard to Her Royal Conſort, She will he moſt 

us ſenſibly affected) when HerMajeſty's Imperial Stile ſhall be ſet- 


llled ina General Dyer or Parliament of the Empire, Her Ma- 
jeſty were Addreſs d, to give his Royal Highneſs the Stile and 

Iitle of King of Ireland. VVT 855 
After a convenient time, when Nature as well as Law ſhall 


have decided the Succeſſion in favour of the moſt Serene Houſe 
ole of Hanover; the Heir Apparant may be invited over, and pro- 
ir claim'd King or Queen of the Britains, mn. 
u If the Princes of the Blood ſhou'd be thus tank'd in the New 


1 State of the Empire, ſuppoſe her Imperial Majeſty creates a 
Tr Sixth Order of Peerage f mention'd before, under the Name 

5 and Stile of Princes of the Empire: And for the Honour of 
est the City of London, the moſt n populous, and WE 
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flouriſhing City of the whole Univerſe; the Seat of the whote 
Empire, and the Center of Trade and Buſineſs, and of all Arts 
and Sciences, her Imperial Majeſty ſnou'd erect the preſent Epif- 
copal Sce into a Patriarchal Dignity and Juriſdiction; and 
declare in full Parliement, the Patriarch, firſt Prince of the Eri- 
ti ſh Empire, after the Princes of the Blood. 

Again, Suppoſe the Secular Princes of the Empire were 12, 
and never exceeded that Number, to preſcrre the Dignity of 


their Order; and correſponding. with the 12 Circles or Pro- ö 


vinces, into Which the Empire may be nominallydivided. 


1. And what it in conſideration of the unparall'd and ex- 2 
traordinary Services his Grace the Duke of M----gh has done | 
to this Empire, and'all-Chriſtendom, He were firſt declar'd in 
full Parliament, by her Imperial Majeſty, Prince of Cambria; 


i. e. a part of this Iſland fo call'd: And this, and all the other 


Princes of the Empire, andnot of thelmperial Family, were di- 


ſtinguiſh'd by the Character of ur Highneſs; as the Ducal 
Order is at preſent by the Compellation of Tour Grace, &c. 


And, 


2. The Du ke of N—k, Chief of the moſt Iluſtrious, 4 


«nt; and Numerous Houſe of the H- ds, upon his. Converſion, 


were declar'd Prince of Icenia; that: is, Suffolk, Nor folk, and 
part of the adjacent Counties, autiently ſo calld by the Ro= 


Au . 


3. The Duke of t, of the moſt: Anticns and potent Houſe 
of the S,, were declar'd Prince of Saxony; that is, the We- 


op part of England, that POE: made the Kingdom of the | 


IVeſt- Saxons. 


4. His Grace the Duke of Done an Early Aﬀerter of the 


E»e!ihConſtitntion and Liberties, ec. were declar'd Prince of 


Murcia; that is, the Midland part of England, antiently ſo cal- 


jed during the Saxon Hepterchy. _ 
6. The Duke of Ne were declar'd Prince of b 


that is, all the Country on the North of the Humber, to the # 
Borders of Scotland, that paſs'd under that Name i in the Saxon 


Government. 


6. The Duke of O0—nd were declar'd Pr incę of Munſter; one: 


of 5 ſour Prorinces into which Irel. 21d is divided. 
| 7; The 
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"* The Duke of B—74, Prince of Leinſter, another of the 
Provinces in Ireland. 


8. The Duke of Bou, Prince of Ulſter, a third Prov ince 
in Ireland. 


9. The Duke of R---2d, Prince of Connaught, a fourth Pro- 


vince in Treland. 

10. The Duke of H—ton, Prince of Valentia 5 that! is, tlie 
Country between the 7 weed and Elinburgh-Fryth, ſo call'd by 
the Romans. 

- 17. The Duke of D—laſs or bun, Prince of Albany, 
a part of Soor land, o call d. 

12. The of Prince of Caledonia, the North of Scots 
land, ſo call'd by the Romans: which laſt Title may be reſery'd 
in Pe:to, to be confer'd upon the moſt eminent and moſt de- 
ſerving of the Svotch Peerage, when HerImperial ae ſhall 
ſee it proper. 

As the Numberof the Princes aforeſaid i E ſtated, ſo our Po- 
ſterity may thin k it an Improvement in the Potity of the Britiſh 
Empire, tofu by a General Law, the Number of the Peerage 


A in every. Degree, which may never be exceeded. If this ſhou'd- 


„ be done hereafter, 'twill maintain the Honour of the Peerage, FT 
and prevent our return to a feudal Conſtitution. 


The preſent Illuſtrious Body of our Peerage in the Three 
Kin gdoms are for Number and Title as follo WS. 


England. | Seotland. Ireland. Nunber Titles. 
20—— — 2 — . 28 Dukes. 
1 3 — 5 4 Marqueſles: 
DA 66 — 30 —— 2:160 Earls. 

i 0 51 — — 80 Viſcounts. 
„ — 57 —— 149. Nees 


. > - >” Bibb 


% i 120 4421 


Number _ 
of the No- 
bility in 

each De- 
gree to be 


ett le l. 


No to keep the Ballance of Power and Intereſt even 15 


and to ſecure the Honour of Pcerage from growing too com- 


mon; the Number of Peers for each Degree in the whole Em- 
pire, may in After ages be ſettled, abd never exceed 12 Secular 


P rinces 


2 tween our Peerage, a nd the Commons in the whole Empire; 


— — pats ka 


Number 
of our Re- | 
preſenta- Then | | | 


live,. England 
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Princes, 20 Dukes, 40 Marqueſles, 80 Earls, 120 Viſcounts and 
120Barons; andſome Vacancies in all theſe Titles to be reſetvd 
in petto for the ableſt Miniſters, and beſt quali fy'd Subjekts. 
In the firſt Seſſion of Parliament after a Union, all the Peers 
ſummon'd to attend, may in the Act that ſettles the Imperial 
Stile, be declared Peers of th: Brit; Empire, which will ex- 
tend the Honour of every Peer to the Three Kingdoms, and 
raiſe their Character in Foreign Nations. And Her Majeſty's 
Grace and Favour, will upon all Occafions, by an eſpecial Sum- 
mons, inveſt with the ſame Privileges, ſuch of the Peers as hap- 
pen not to ſit in the firſt Parliament of the Empire; as their 
Merits and the publick Service ſhall incline- her. | 


: Reglati- A further Improvement in our United State, by the next 


on in tbe Generation, may be the reducing of the Repreſentatives of the 
Choice en! Commons in the whole Empire to a greater Equality. If the 
Proportion of the Terra Firma was to be confider'd in this cafe: 


I contai- c409,..... _<- 409 1 ey 
Sotl. ters lle — 32 e ould $300 Mem. 
Treland I bout. C34 of Acres, 5 ha ve 23408 
If the Number of the Repreſentatives were to hold a Pro- 


portion to the Number of the Inhabitants : Then YE 


England I having of Coco C r 
basis MsGnka bi- } 1 5ooooo (HOUMA ze chender 
Ireland >» tants. ©150c0002 "Ie Co 


In the firſt Caſe, when there's ſo vaſt an Inequality in the Soil, 
the quantity of Land alone will be no good Rule for adjuſting 
the Number of Repreſentatives. Nor will the Number of 

Inhabitants alone, which is the ſecond Caſe, be a fair Rule for 

the purpoſe, if conſider'd ſeperate from their Wealth and In- 
tereſt. Nor can we from the preſent State of the two Iſlands 

fix upon a proportion for all time to come: For the people and 
Riches of the two Iflands muſt unqueſtionably, after a Union 

of 40 or 50 Years, vaſtly increaſe, eſpecially in Sot lend and Ire- 

land. Civil Society includes a Union of Perſons and Polleſ- 

ſions too: So that both ſhou'd be taken into the account, when 
Proxies are to be elected for a Society that is ſo large, that the) 
| 5 Cat 


can't aſſemble Perſonally , but by their Repreſentatives. An 


exact Repreſentation then will be in proportion to an exact 


Cenſus Capitum & Rerum, or to the Numbers of the People, to- 


gether with their reſpective Eſtates and Intereſts. . Now i 22 


very Commoner was ſet upon a level, and as to his · Perſon alone 


valu d at 100 l. a Head; and all Eſtates, whether Real or Per- 
ſonal, were reduc'd into Claſſes in a certain progreſſion, from 


would be brought into one and the ſame Cenſus; and every 


10 l. to 10coco]. or a greater Sum : Then Perſons and Eſtates 


Man's Vote at an Election wou'd have its value upon a Poll 


of his Eftate together. For inſtance, A's Family conſiſts of 10 
Perſons, and he is rated at 5co 1. Eſtate, then his Number in 
the Poll-Book will be 15. Again, B's Family conſiſts of 5 Per- 


| ſons, and he is rated at 10col. Eſtate, then his Number in the 


Poll-Book will be 15 likewiſe, Fc, Now the Candidates at an 
Election that have the higheſt Numbers, they will be the Re- 
preſentatiyes. The Number for the Perſons, and the Num- 


from the-Number of Perſons in his-Family, and the Valuation : 


ber for every Man's Eſtate may be ſet in diſtinct Columns, and 
then we ſhall always have a true Account of the Numbers of 


the People in the whole Empire, and a Book of oli contai- 
ing every Man's Eſtate, Real or Perſonal, ready to be 
for a General Aid. OUR ET ˙ð 6 ETs 


aſſeſs d 


The preſent Inequality amongſt the Electors and Repreſen- 


tatives too is very notorious. A Freehold of. 3 or 4l.- per Ann. 
gives Caius as good a Vote as Titius, who, it may be, has 3 


or 4000 l. per Aunum. And the Members for two. ſmall 


Country Poroughs have as ſtrong an Intereſt in the Houſe of 


Commons, as the four Members for the City of London, tho 


83 for the <2 Counties of England; whereas the Citizens and 
Burghers have 425. So that if the latter ſhow'd take a Reſo- 
lution to chooſe none but their own Members, they might lay 
what Burdens they pleas'd upon the Landed-men, ic. Now 
if every Two thouſand Families had a Right to chooſe a Re- 


for Wealth and Number ofInhabitants they are but as 1 to 500. 
Again the Landed- men are under- repreſented, there being but 


88 Kris.” 
425 Citi- 
zens and 
Burghers; 
mall513. 


preſentative by a Valuation of their Votes, as aforeſaid : And 


the Vote of the Parties oſen went for no more in the Houſe, 
than the Amount gf all the hates of the Families for whom 


they 


| they were choſen; then our Elections without doors, and tlie 


3 | 
Proceedings within, wou'd ſtand upon a more equal Foot. But 
this, or ſome other good Regulation, is indeed rather to be 
wilh'd, than expected; till we are led into it by ſome lucky 
or unlucky Accident in the Government an Age or two hence. 

Admitting a Choice for all England according to the fore- 
going method; If England contains a Million of Families, the 
Repreſentatives for it will be 500. And if Scotland and Tre- 
= [and have each 2150co Families, by that Rule they wou'd be 


e Repreſented by 107 Members each: So that the Houſe of 
1972 Commons for the whole Empire, upon this Plan, wou'd con- 


ſiſt of 714 Members, whoſe Votes would all differ in their 

Value in proportion to the Amount of the Rates for the Per- 

ſons and Eſtates of all the Families they Repreſented. 
In the prefent unimprov'd State of thoſe two Countries, ſo 
many Members would much exceed their Ballance in the Pu- 
blick Aids; eſpecially the 2 uota of Hotland. But the Re- 
gulation I ſuggeſt, or any thing elſe that is better, may be 
»confider'd hereafter, when thoſe Countries are advanc'd in 


Numbers and Wealth; which a few Years will diſcover in a ® 


United State. d wy lo oe Pon 2? 
Ihe Number of the Members will be for the Publick Secu. 
_ rity, according to a well-known Maxim of Divine Authori-. 
ty, In a Multitude of Counſellors there is ſafety. For the more 
Revrefenratives we have the more difficult *twill be found to 
| bribe, or byaſs a Majority, by our own or a foreign Court. 
Beſides, the State of all Parts of the Empire will be more ex. 
actly known in the Houfe, and the publick Wants and Grie- 
vances better diſcover'd, and more effectually redreſs'd, and 
the Rights and Privileges of the Nobility and Commons ſtand 
firm and inviolabe. eee is ; 
The Manner of Debating, and the Forms of Proceeding in 
both Houſes, as now practis d in our Exgliſp Parliament, will 
de the Standard im all the Tranſactions of a United Parliament. 
Let 'twill be our Wiſdom and Advantage too, if we adopt 
from the Scott any Rules or Uſayes for reforming or impro- 
Ain * eee 


our preſent Methode. 8 

Ihe Parliament for ſome years, to be ſure, will continue to 

be held at Meſtminſter, it being the Seat of the Empire, of the 
N 5 : 8 „ l 


ment of Ireland. 
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Courts of Juſtice, and the Center of all- publick Offices and 


Diſtance and Expences, if ſuch Perſons of thoſe Countries are 
choſeh, who uſually reſide in Town, and are beſt acquainted 


with our Affairs, But when their and our own Improvements 
in the NorthernCounties,50 years hence, ſhall make it expedi- 
ent to'increaſe the Repreſentatives, Tk it may be will be 
thought by our Poſterity, more convenient for all the Mem- 
bers of the whole Iſland, it being about 3co Miles diftant from 
its two Extremities, Cornwall and Caithneſs; or rather Cheſter, 

for the convenience of. the 1riſþ-Members, that being neareſt | 


the Center of both Iſlands taken together. Tho' it wou'd 


certainly be more beneficial to the ſeveral Parts of the Em. 
pire, if ſo great an Aſſembly, as this will be hereafter, beſides 
aà numerous Court, and the great Officers of the Crown, t#c. 
ould diffuſe their Expences in ſeveral Parts of the Empire, 
for the Good of the whole, by holding the Three ſeveral Seſ- 


ſions of a Triennal Parliament at London, Cheſten, and Edinburgh 


preſentatives of Great Britain, after the greateſt Improve- 


After we have ſtood United for two or three Generations 


in our Civil Capacity, and in all the Branches of Trade at 


home, and Commerce abroad, by the happy Effects, whereof 
the Wealth, Power, and Honour of the whole Empireare con- 
ſiderably advanc'd : And when our Experience and Intereſt 


have taught us the difference between our improv' and our 


former State; the folly and madneſs of our old Quarrels, and 
the neceſſity of continuing United, if we propoſe to be ſecure 


Where : 
Affairs; and the Attendance of about 100 Members for Got- Parlia- 
land and Ireland will be no great inconvenience in point of 


ments to 


te heil. 


* alternately, By this cour'e the Southern Members will be 
> accommodated at Londen, the Northern at Edinburgh, 
and the Irif at Cheſter; and the Expence of every Seſſion be 

in the Iſland of Great Britain, which will be always reaſonable; - 
becauſe a far greater Number of the Members will be Re- 


and happy: When old Diſtinctions 100 years hence are pretty | 


; and a general Harmony and. good 


Nature reign throughout the two Iſlands: In ſhort, if we hap- 


Pen in the next Centurſes to have a ſettled State, a flouriſhing” 


Trade 


well forgotten, and our new Advantages have worn out our 
Bigotry and Animoſitięs: 


£48 " © CLAS ow 628) e 
= Trade, a Wiſe Miniſtry, a Prudent Clergy ; and Faction be a 
perfect Stranger in the Court, the Parliament, and our Cor- 
porations, and be quite out of Faſhion amongſt the Lalty; and 
the Union is perfect in all reſpeds but one: Then the Eyes of 
our Poſterity will be upon their Spiritual Guides, expecting 
from the Preachers of Peace and Unity, all the Meekneſs and 
Moderation, all the Charity and good Nature they ſo earneſt- 
ly preſs upon their Audiences. For we have reaſon to hope 
from the Clergy of the Three Kingdoms, that they will not be 
backward in urging upon the People the great Duties of Uni. 
verſal Love and Good Will, and perſuading em to aband on 
all thoſe unchriſtian Notions and Characters of Diſtindion, 
that for ſome Years have unhappily promoted and continu'd 
Diviſions amongſt.us. We may hope the Experience of for- 
mer Timcs, and the Senſe of their Duty, and the Love of God 
and Men will conſtrain 'em, not only not to engage the Peo- 
ple in any new Quarrels, but to extinguith the Memory of old 
ones, and put an End to all Hates and Animoſities amongſt us. 
When the Government has led the way, the Laity are agreed, 


and our Miniſters of State, by their wiſe and healing Counſels, 


have done their part for Uniting the Three Kingdams in our 
Civil Capacities ; then 'twill be high time for the Miniſters of 
Chriſt to ſignalize their Order and Profeſſion, and convince the 


World, that they, above all' others, fear God, and love the 


true Intereſt of Mankind; that they are for Peace and Unity in 
the Church, more than others ean poſſibly be for it in the State; 
and will abandon u thouſand little Punctilios aud Niceties, and if 
need be, ſuſfer Martyrdom rather than not come to a good agree» 


ment among themſelves. This Zeal for Union is what the Chri- 


ſtian Religion deſerves from 'em, what their Character requires, 

"what all good Chriftians expect and wiſh, but what too many 
amongſt us fear; and their Enemies with they may never ſee. 
Regin The Church of England has at preſent the moſt Learned 
_ Djvinz rs Clergy, and the moſt Rational and moſt Judicious Preachers of 


;--pcle 4 any Communion in the Chriſtian World. And as they are the 


Union, ableſt Teachers of the Ch: iftian TJoArine, ſo Poſterity will 
„ they will of conſequence be the fitteſt Perſons to propoſe, 


and the forwardeſt to compleat a Union of the Britiſh Chur- 


ches at a proper ſeaſon, Nothing would be more for the Ho- 


hour 


eee OY" RIS LINED, LENSES 


© ""C 7. was 4 * 


YO 


-  J00; Þ © O Mu OW I Ou Oe 


S - $0 Y. wg. ey 


— 


—— * 


SS 


N 


5 


11 


= 
8 


1— 


3 
= 8 


R 
Lo. 


— 
a 


(29) 


nour of our Exgliſb Clergy , and the Glory of our Divines of 
Great Britain, than a good Underſtanding and Unanimity a- 
mongſt themſelves. They are ſenſible how great a Reproach 
. to Chriſtianity and their Profeſſion too, the ſcandalous Divi- 
-fions of former Ages, and the Feuds and Quarrels of latter 
times have been; and that upon this account, the Senſe of 
Religion and Reputation of Divines' is exceedingly abated. 
"What then can retrieve the Credit of Chriſtianity ,, and the 
"Eſteem of thoſe who teach it in theſe Iſlands, and more effe- 
ctually filence all the unhappy Controverſies that have em- 
broil'd us and our Anceſtors, than the Extraordinary Efforts 


of Zeal and Charity in our Britiſß Divines, to promote a U- 


has appear'd in our Stateſmen in this preſent Age ; Poſterity 


nion in Church and State at this extraordinary JunQure? If 
ſo /glertous a Work as this, which ſome think attended with 

_ almoſt inſuperableDifficulties; be undertaken in the next Age, 

by our Divines, with the like Temper and good Diſpoſition as 


may hope to ſee hereafter the Church of Great Britain and 


of Chriſtendom, for her Learning and Piety , for her Prudence 


and Charity, and for her excellent Conſtitution and perfect U- 
nity. To 17 us for this happy State, all the Pulpets in 
the three 

Exhortations to Peace and Univerſal Charity, which at pre- 
ſent will Unite us in mutual Affection and Forbearance, whilſt 


ingdoms would be well, if conſtantly employ'd in 


Ireland the Envy and Terrour of Rome, and the Joy and Glory 


our Communlons remain diſtin, and will make way for afur- 


ther Union hereafter in Do#rine, Church-Government, and Pu- 


blick Worſhip. And whenever theſe latter ſhall come to be de- 


bated without factious Zeal and Animoſity, and with much 


Chriſtian Prudence and Good Nature, it will not be ſo difficult 


as ſome Men judge, to find Expedients for compoſing our un- 
happy Differences, andUniting the 2Churches of Great Britain. 
I n the ſeveral Articles of Faith, there's at preſent an intire 
Union between the Churches of England and Scotland. As to 
the Points of God's Decrees and Predeſtination, wherein the 
only Difference is ſuppos'd, all Divines agree they are Chriſti. 
an Doctrines, and all perhaps difagree in the manner of ex- 


Divines of her Gommunion, that many excellent Perſons have 
| * Ivd 
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plaining 'em: Upon which account the Church of Exgland on 
theſe Heads has always admitted of ſo great a Latitude to the- 


Church - Breach has happen 


Govern- 


ment. 


630% 


rent Opinions in theſe 


ſembly, whoſe Members are 12750 with the true Chriſtian Spi- 


rit, and when Prudenceand.Charity haye the ſtron geſt Intereſt 


inthe Yores, 


Tis about the Model of Church Government that the wideſt 


d, and yet that too may be amicably accom- 
modated in a 


Divines. The Controverſy maintain'd on 


liv'd and dy'd in her Boſom, without finn the leaſt diſtur-. 

bance to her Peace. Tho they were of diftere inions in 

Speculative Points, they ſabſcrib'd the fame Articles, and took 
em in their own Senſe: They preach'd in the ſame Pulpits, and 
continu'd in the Bond of Peace and Charity. Now, the fame 
Articles of Religion and Confeſſion of Faith will remain till. a 
General Synod of the whole Empire fix upon a Dew, Standard 
by unanimoys Conſent, Which is no 1 


| General Synod as before, or by a free Conference 
of ſome of out ableſ \ntrov 7 aintain d a 

this Head, is more about Words than Things; and when wiſe. 
and ſober Men ſhall with much Temper and Mecknefs come to 


.conſider wherein the main difference lies between the Epiſcopal. 


and Presbyterian Formsof Goyernment, there will not need any 
-extraorcinary Conceſſions on either ſide, but what Wiſdom and. 


God Nature would readily conſent to for the ſake of Union 


y, are fond of Contention for mere Names and Titles. Epiſ- 
copal Divines don't aſſert the whole Model of Epiſcopal Govern- 


— 
* 
, * 


that all Orders are not invalid and null; which 


ment and preſent Exerciſe of its Dure Divino in all Circumſtan- 


ces. The preſent Extent and Diviſign of every Dioceſs into 


Archdeaconries, Rural Deaneries, and Parochial Reftories,t#c. 
are not faid or ſyppos'd to be Jure Diviro. The Method of E- 
letting by Conge d'elire, and the Exerciſe of Spiritual Juriſdi- 
ion by a Lay-Chancellor, are fo far from being accounted 


ure Divino, that ſome of pur greateſt Divines very much diſlike | 
both; tho th 


t here may be ſome reaſons for une Pra- 
Qiſe of em, till by a Synodical and Parliamentary 


this caſe is reducible to this: Whether one chriſtian Miniſter 


may have conſtant Juriſdiction and Authority over other Mini- 


ſters or Paſtors; and if in him alone reſides the Power of Or- 
daining, and giving tfleSacred Character by Im poſition of Hands? 
Now 'tis-granted by the ableſt Divines of the Epiſcopal way, 


are given by 


Neither fide, we muſt believe, who underſtand the Controver- 


N and Karllan uthority, 
Things are ſet upon a better Foot. The whole controverſy in 


mere 


a 
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— mere Presbyters: And the moſt . n ee here and abroad have | 


- never rejected Epiſcopal Ordination. Rain, tis agreed in Practiſe and Hy- 
; potheſts too, that one Divine by Conſent, may have a juſt Power and Au- 
| thority over others, who ehofe him, and ſabyut themſelves to him in cer- 
. rain caſes; Which is the Foundation of Civil Societies. g 


Nos if the Praſe in a Claſſicil, Provincial, or General Aſſembly, 


1 derives an Authority from the particular Members, which they think 
1 very rea ſonable and neceſſary for, Order and Government; why ſhall a 
* Divine, who is ſtiłd a Rural Dean, Archdeacon, or Bilhop. be thought 
a Anti ſeriptural, more than fuch a*Preſer? And on the other fide, the Ex- 
- "tent of Ws TN Ogeery pee Congregational Saciety in every Presbytery, 
p1 the Union of fo many Presbyterys into a Synodial or Provincial Diſtrict, 


ate not ure Divino, but the Creatures of Human Policy, for the Exerciſe 
cf Diſcipline and Church- Government. The End in this and in all other 
Forms of Government are the Benefit of the Community, whether Civil 
or Ecclefialtica). . SuchIndividuals inveſted with this or that kind of. Pow- 
er, are not abſolutely neceſfary te that End. The Church may be Go- 
vern d, and well Govertrd too, tho” not by the ſame Rules and. Perſons 
with the ſame Titles in all Countrys; as well as the State is and has been. 4A 
The Epifcopat Government in Scot/end was not in all reſpects the ſame f 
as tis in Engjent; nor is it in Denmark and Sweden : And the ſame may J 
be ſaid-of the Scotch, French and German Claſſes and Presbyterys ; which is 
a Demonſtration that both theſe Models are not intirely of Divine Right, 
or at leaſt are not ſo . to tke Church, that ſhe cannot be Go- 
vern'd but in ſuch a Form. Every Government muſt have a Power ſuffici- 
ent to-attain the chief Deſign of the ety: And ſuch our Divines | 
— onght-+0 have, and they may have by th&r own Conſent amorigſt them- | 1 
ſel ves without any Hindrance ; and oyer the People of cheſe Nations too, | 7 
by Conſent of Parliament : Who hereafter will be forward enough to A 
increaſe the Authority and Reyenus of our Clergy, when they have ended Increaſeof 
their, Quarrels, are agreed among them elves, and by their Piety and Mo- Revenues 
deration ſhall deſerve greater Reverence from the People, and further an! Au- 
Encouragement from the State, And tho' there is at preſent no reaſon to thority to 
tear we mall need to revive our Statutes of Mer#main to hinder the Pub- our Clergy. 
lick Liberality to Men in Holy Orders: yet her aw ode late Royal after a 
Bounty in parting with the Firſt-Fcuits in Englen,, the Kindneſs of Union. 
K. Charles I. her Royal Grandfather, tothe Þjſþ Clergy, ſhews us, that our 
Princes, as they ee occafion, are inclin d to be as gracious as any of their 
Predeceſſors. And if hereafter, which is not unlikely, our impropriated 
Tithes and Glebes ſhould: revert, by the Munificence of the Proprietors, 
or by an Act ot Redemption; or ſome better Expedient be thought. on, 
to aſcertain the yearly Revenues of our Clergy ; I hope they Il have ne 
cauſe to complain. In former Ages the People of theſe Iſlands excel'd all 
Chriften-lom in their Munificence to the Church; and I don't know that 
the like Zeal is inconſiſtent with Preteſtant Principles. And I am ſo ſan- 
guine as to believe, that we or our Poſterity ſhall be as forward as ever 
to increaſe the Revenus and Authority of our Clergy, when the publick 
Stock and Wealth is advancd by a Union, and the World is convinc'1ghes 
Church- Quarrels are not en ljeſi, and Churchmen irrecencilable. For my own, part, 
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S 461 hope to ſee the Empire of Greer. Britain the molt. glorious and pow- 
* erful Jovernment in Europe 1 ſo Mo leſs wiſh to (ee the Chureh of Great 
Britain the por floirrifhing in the whole Chriſtian World. To attain 


deſireable an End, which is the common Vote of all trus Lo- 


<4 


"fo happy a 


vers ct their native Count.y, we {hould ſpare no pains; both Clergy and 


Laity muſt, employ their utmoſt Zeal and belt Endeavours : for 'ti in vain ts 


make gool Diſcourſes of T nion in the Pulpit, and 10 do nothing towards it out of 
the Pulpit, It we are in earneſt for a Union, we muſt ſet about it with great 


Erankneſs"and Generofity, with much Love and good Nature, with great 
Tenderneſs for our dear Country, and the general Intereſt of all its Inha- 


bitants; there muſt be no Stratagem nor Surpriſe, no wrangling and diſ- 


affected Humour. We muſt not indulge our ſelves in a fooliſh Bigotry, or 
«rude Reflections. All paſt Unkindneſſes muſt be bury'd in Oblivion: 
and we muſt look forward, and have our Minds intent upon the vaſt Ad- 


Vvoantages and Glory that will infallibly accrue to us and our Poſterity by 


a 2 ſubſtantial Union. Not a ſingle Wedding is brought about without ſome 
- Pifficultys and Objections on both ſides; but then they are all ſurmoun- 


ted by the good Inclinations and ſuperioug Intereſt and Advantage ot 


H. 


i CENTS #5. : ; 

My Lord, the preſent time ſeems. to be the faireſt Opportunity we ever 
had for a Civil Union; from the good Underſtanding between the two 
Houſes, the prudent 1 earn at Court, the admirable Temper and 
| 3 of our Superior Clergy, and above all, the gracious Diſpoſition, 
and ſteddy and wite Conduct of our Incomparable Queen. So that it 
this great Work be undertaken with that Britiſh Figour an] Reſolution which 
are 8 in all your Lordſhip's Actions, twill effectually diſappoint 
the Cutilinarian Faction amongſt us; who are narrowly watching to be- 
tray us and our Conſtitution into French hands; and hope, if they are not 
hinder'd by a Union, to ſee a Second Reſtauration. In the Event of which, 
the Fury of the Party would carry em on to terrible Exceſſes of Rage 
and Revenge upon all Ranks and Qualitys; eſpecially againſt thole No- 
ble Lords, and other worthy Patriots, who, were molt active in and ſince 
the late Revolution: They u ond tall the ficſt Victims to the Manes of an 


Abdicated Prince; particularly your Lordſhip, who have ſo often engagd 


and triumph'd over the Partizans of France and its Adherents in both 

In ſhort, if we haye a juſt Regard for the Libertys of Europe; the true 
-Intereſt of Great Britain, and our excellent Conſtitution : If we have any 
Aims at the future Happineſs and Security of thele Nations, and would 
make em impregnable againſt all foreign Attempts and domeſtick Quarrels. 
If we are truly concern'd for the Proteſtant Relj ion, and the Eltabliſh'd 


Lehen If the Proſpect of great Wealth and Power can cf: us, and 


the Seriſe, of our preſent D wo e in a divided State can awaken us: I: 
We wiſely love, and really with well to our ſelves, our Queen, and our 


Volterity; as 1 am ſatisfied your Lordſhip does, as much as any Man in Englan!: 


We may hope to ſee this Glorious Work of a Civil Union accomplilih'd in 


the Reigno! Queen A NNE: And then, all Generations will Proclaim her 


Weis, and her Prople Happy 
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